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School of Education Program Offerings

BA Education with Certification in the Following Areas:
Art K-12, Early Childhood and Elementary, Elementary with a Content Specialization or Minor, 
Foreign Language, Middle School, Secondary English, Secondary Mathematics, Secondary Social 
Science, Secondary Unified Science, Special Education
BA Educational Studies
Educational Studies majors and minors develop knowledge and pedagogical skills through curriculum 
based on current research and effective practice. Students also have the opportunity to study at 
Webster University’s international campuses, participate in conferences and prepare for teaching in 
diverse classroom environments.
Combined BA Elementary Education & MA Teaching English as a Second Language
This program leads to teacher certification in elementary education at the end of the BA program. In 
this combined degrees program, 6 hours of the MA in TESL are completed during the BA (COMM 
5344 and TESL 5139) and the remaining 27 hours are completed during the MA program. Upon 
completion of the MA in TESL, the teacher candidate is eligible for certification in ESOL.
MAT Early Childhood Education
Learning to observe as researchers, educators pursuing an Early Childhood Education degree 
study cross-cultural perspectives of developmental theory and examine the application of multiple 
approaches within early education. This allows graduate students to develop the skills needed 
in making academic decisions and creating influential curriculum that supports the development 
of young learners from preschool and kindergarten to early elementary. Improving educational 
opportunities, Webster graduates are able to gain professional experience in their course of study and 
enhance the learning process through research and application.
MAT Elementary Education
Based on best practices for child development, the Master of Arts in Teaching Elementary Education 
degree program prepares teachers to use both traditional and innovative instructional tools to help 
their students succeed. These educators are able to successfully engage students through creative 
learning environments and are confident in their educational theory knowledge to help diverse 
learners.
MAT Middle School Education
In the Master of Arts in Teaching Middle School Education program at Webster University, graduate 
students are learning how to become the teachers adolescent students need. Webster students study 
design-based research principles and developmental needs so they can develop teaching techniques 
that engage students and help them to be successful in and out of the classroom. They are also 
prepared to address diverse learners and creatively use technology to interact with students.
MAT Secondary Education
Accredited by NCATE and DESE, Webster University’s MAT in Secondary School Education is an in-
depth study of your chosen discipline. You will create curriculum and assessments based on the best 
educational theories and practices, motivate students using the latest social and technological tools, 
collaborate with parents and peers to support student learning and be able to appreciate and respond 
to the diverse needs of students at different developmental stages.
MAT Special Education
This is a graduate degree program designed to provide the foundation for teacher preparation leading 
to initial Missouri teacher certification in Mild/Moderate Disabilities: Cross-Categorical. Coursework is 
specifically directed towards knowledge of characteristics of learners with special needs, assessment 
practices, research-based behavior and academic interventions, and inclusive practices.



School of Education Program Offerings Keynote

In 1963, the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
spoke of the desire for his children to be 
judged by the content of their character. 
Over fifty years later, children of color are 
frequently described and dismissed as 
“troublemakers” and “thugs.” Black and 
brown children are more likely than their 
peers to be suspended or expelled, ending 
up pushed out of school and into the school-
to-prison pipeline. For years, prominent 
scholars have attempted to identify the 
cause of the tendency for black and brown 
students to receive harsher disciplinary 
consequences than their white peers. 
Recent research regarding implicit bias is 
providing some insight regarding racially-
based disproportionality in school discipline. 
This keynote address describes how implicit 
bias influences disciplinary decisions and 
the role of the positive behavior support 
(PBIS) framework in the pursuit of equity in 
education.

The content of our character and the inconvenient truth of what it 
takes to make education accessible for all.

Dr. Jennifer Rose is a nationally certified school psychologist (NCSP). Dr. Rose has provided 
psychological services for students in numerous settings including traditional k-12 buildings, juvenile 
corrections, alternative schools, and psychiatric facilities. Prior to becoming a school psychologist, Dr. 
Rose was a classroom teacher for nine years in a large, urban school district. As the former Tertiary 
Research and Evaluation Coordinator for the Illinois Positive Behavior Supports (PBIS) Network, Dr. 
Rose helped guide schools in improving school climate. Dr. Rose is the co-author of several articles 
on the topic of positive behavioral supports including, The Overrepresentation of African American 
Students in Exclusionary Discipline: The Role of School Policy. She currently works as a school 
psychologist in a western suburb of Chicago. She also advises school districts on the topics of equity 
and disproportionality as a consultant with the Midwest PBIS Network.

8:45am - 9:45am

EAHL 102

A keynote address for the annual Webster University School of Education conference 
by Jennifer Rose, Ph.D., NCSP



 Sessions One & Two
10:00am - 11:45am

Deconstructing Racism in a ‘Nice’ Field Like TESOL
Lauren Rea Preston, Ph.D. candidate, Katy Nichols, Ed.D. candidate

This workshop models anti-racist consciousness-raising activities that can be used in TESOL 
courses. The presenters share recommendations for teaching current events, such as the dynamics 
leading to the protests in Ferguson, Missouri and Baltimore, Maryland, in order to examine 
stereotypes and assumptions about racial and class disparities.

EAHL 254

Restructuring Schools to Include All Learners: Tools and Resources 
to Get Started
Jessica Meisenheimer, Ph.D. 

This session will review research and strategies used in inclusive schools.  The presenter will share 
tools to identify strengths and priorities, identify steps to get started, and provide resources to include 
all learners.

EAHL 253

Teaching Strategies to Support Traumatized Students: The 3 Rs 
Regulation, Relationship and Resiliency
Dorcas McLaughlin, Ph.D.

Difficult and challenging student behaviors such as disengagement, acting out, and aggression are 
likely to be related to toxic stress and trauma. This experiential workshop will engage participants 
in a dramatic exploration of the neurobiology of toxic stress and trauma; ways that the automatic 
psychological defenses of fight, flight and freeze adversely affect learning; and how somatosensory 
relational approaches can benefit students.  Participants will have the opportunity to learn best-
practice trauma sensitive strategies to promote emotional regulation, build positive relationships, and 
create safe classrooms that support learning.

EAHL 262

Microaggressions and the Classroom
Gad Guterman, Ph.D., Stacy Henning, Ph.D., LPC

According to microaggressions.com, “Microaggressions are the subtle ways in which body and verbal 
language convey oppressive ideology about power or privilege against marginalized identities.” 
Drawing from this powerful online project, we will guide a discussion about how microaggressions 
reveal themselves in the classroom and how teachers might address them.

EAHL 102

Double Sessions



Session Three
12:00pm - 12:45pm

Supporting Teachers Working with Linguistically Diverse Students 
through Cognitive Coaching    
Alla Gonzalez Del Castillo, Ph.D.

This session reports on a study of elementary teachers’ perceptions of cognitive coaching in a 
linguistically diverse school.  The results of this study indicate that teachers who participated in 
cognitive coaching believe that they (1) reflect on their practice more and on a deeper level, (2) 
intentionally plan their instruction, (3) adjust their instructional plan in response to their students’ 
needs using more formative assessments, and (4) value their work with the cognitive coach.

EAHL 254

Using Student-Teacher Partnerships to Build Executive Functioning 
Skills
Stacey Elster, MA

In this session, the importance of executive function for students will be discussed.  Multiple examples 
will be presented and discussed regarding the embedding of executive functions such as goal setting, 
planning, and self-monitoring strategies while simultaneously presenting content instruction in the 
classroom.  Benefits of this, including increased student engagement and awareness as a result of 
discussed methods, will be shared.

EAHL 253

Finding Ourselves in the Other: Children’s Literature as a Bridge to 
Cultural Understanding
Carol Williams, Ed.D.

Many avid readers consume literature because they recognize themselves in the problems and perils 
confronted by characters in the text.  However, as we read, we also have an opportunity to identify 
with the experiences of people very unlike ourselves.  This presentation will offer strategies to utilize 
children’s literature in ways which support the development of empathy for people whose lives are 
very different from our own.

EAHL 262

EAHL 102

In order for students to qualify for special education services the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) states that they must meet criteria of at least one of thirteen disability 
categories.  The federal Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) eligibility criteria provides a definition 
for SED, however, it also contains the social maladjustment (SM) exclusionary clause.  While this 
exclusionary clause is provided in IDEA, there is no federal definition of social maladjustment.  As 
a result, state and local education agencies create their own definitions of social maladjustment.  
Nationwide inconsistency exists in evaluation and intervention of SED and SM.  In this workshop we 
will review the legislative history of SED and SM.  We will also look at ways of teaming to support the 
emotional and behavioral needs of students in special education and general education.

Serious Emotional Disturbance, Social Maladjustment, and our Call 
to Action as Change Agents 
Ruth Schumacher Martinez, Ph.D., NCSP



Lunch
12:45pm - 1:30pm

Session Four
1:30pm - 2:15pm

EAHL 254Advocating for Students who are Wards of the State
Donna Campbell, Ph.D.

Dr Campbell will present cases from her experience as a DESE appointed educational surrogate, (i.e. 
educational decision-maker) for students who are in the custody of the Missouri Department of Social 
Services, Children’s Division. She will examine  the complexities of the system, discuss the role of 
educational decision maker, and the pitfalls that come with familiarity with the system, ethical and 
pragmatic.

Supporting Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students in St. Louis 
Public Schools 
Maria Childress, MSW, LCSW, Elena Okanovic, Ed.S.

The ESOL/Bilingual/Migrant Program of the St. Louis Public Schools provides services to English 
language learners (ELLs) and their families and to teachers and administrators in the district. The 
presenters will discuss the ways the program addresses access to and provision of academic 
services to ELLs; social and emotional support to ELLs; language support to ELL parents; and 
professional development to teachers and administrators.

EAHL 253

Changing Structures that Disenfranchise - Panel Discussion
In this mediated panel discussion, administrators from across the St. Louis area will engage in 
an interactive discussion about school and district structures, policies, and procedures that can 
inadvertently work to disenfranchise populations of learners and the ramifications of this.  The panel 
will also address questions regarding what can be done at the district, school, and classroom levels 
to revise these practices towards more inclusive models and offer specific examples of these kinds of 
revisions occurring in their own schools and districts. 
Catina Lyles, Ph.D., Jessica Vehlewald, Ed.S., Shenelle DuBose, MA, Ed.D.,
John Simpson, Ed.D, Karen Hall, Ed.S., Bill Senti, M.A.Ed, Ed Johnson, Ed.D.

EAHL 262

EAHL 102

Teaching Reading to Linguistically Diverse Students
Thomas Cornell, Ed.D. & Paula Witkowski, Ph.D.

Participants will learn how to implement the SIOP (Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol) model. 
Ideas will be provided on how to structure your instruction and integrate content learning with lan-
guage support.

Lunch provided by The Art of Entertaining in the Edward Jones Commons.



Session Five
2:30pm - 3:15pm

An Overview of Transgender Challenges and Opportunities
Jaimie Hileman

The aim of this presentation will be to delineate current challenges to equality for Transgender 
persons, with historical background, following up with opportunities in education, visibility, advocacy, 
and community. Open Q & A to follow.

EAHL 254

Mind Full of Words
Nahid Hashemi, Ph.D., Cheryl Breig-Allen, Ed.D., Brenda Fyfe, Ed.D.

Presenters will discuss a community partnership grant project that focuses on vocabulary 
development of very young children from low income families in two targeted areas of the city.  This 
exciting project involves a variety of partner agencies who are collaborating with Webster University 
to complement each other’s services and efforts to assist families and other caregivers in using 
mindfulness strategies along with language and family literacy experiences and resources to support 
young children’s vocabulary development.

EAHL 253

EAHL 262

Strategies for Empowering Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
Learners 
Yin Lam Lee-Johnson, Ph.D.

This presentation focuses on the learning needs of culturally and linguistically diverse learners and 
how educators can use instructional strategies to build a relationship with them and teach effectively 
in the classroom. Suggestions about using formal and informal assessment strategies will also be 
discussed.

EAHL 102Student/Administrator Exchange Ed Equity Students - 
Panel Discussion

In this mediated panel discussion, administrators from the previous session will be joined by Webster 
University students to continue the conversation and to brainstorm about what inclusive schools of 
the future can potentially look like.  

Sarah Tena, Ryne Schleicher, Robyn Roland, Abigail Allred, Michael Smith

Post Conference
3:30pm - 5:00pm

Imagining Schools Of Tomorrow That Engage

This interactive session involves participation in a graffiti walk to engage in conversations with peers 
about schools of tomorrow. Participants will be challenged to not only think outside of the box but to 
get rid of the box and reimagine truly innovative school systems.

Kim McGrath, MA, Ed.D. candidate; Mary Meadows, MAT, MA, Ed.D. candidate; Yupa Saisanan Na 
Ayudhya, MBA, Ed.D. Candidate; Kathy Smith, Ed.S., Ed.D. candidate; Brook Worthy, MAT, MA, 
Ed.S., Ed.D. candidate

EAHL 102



Nader-Hashemi, Nahid, Ph.D. - PNC Grant Director, School 
of Education, Webster University

Nichols, Katy, Ed.D. candidate; Curriculum and Instruction, 
College of Education and Human Services, Valdosta State 
University

Okanovic, Elena, Ed.S. - ESOL Program Instructional 
Coordinator, St. Louis Public Schools

Preston, Lauren Rea - MA TESL, Ph.D. candidate; 
Curriculum and Instruction, St. Louis University; Adjunct 
Professor, Webster University

Rose, Jen, Ph.D., NCSP - School Psychologist, Glen Ellyn 
School District 41

Senti, Bill, M.A.Ed - Principal, Craig Elementary, Parkway 
School District

Schumacher Martinez, Ruth, Ph.D., NCSP - Visiting 
Professor, School Psychologist, Multidisciplinary Studies 
Department, Webster University

Simpson, John, Ed.D. - Superintendent, Webster Groves 
School District
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School

Williams, Carol, Ed.D. - Associate Professor, Department of 
Teacher Education, Webster University
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Department, Webster University
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Program Director, St. Louis Public Schools
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University
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Brentwood School District
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Department, Webster University
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County Director
 
McLaughlin, Dorcas, Ph.D. - Professor, Nursing 
Department, Webster University
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McGrath, Kim, MA
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Smith, Kathy, Ed.S.

Worthy, Brooke, MAT, MA, Ed.S.



Notes

Wireless Connectivity
Webster WiFi

User Name: wu_soe1
Password: tX5MMTPi



EdS Educational Technology Leadership
The Educational Specialist program is designed for students wanting to develop their leadership skills 
and earn a post-master’s degree. Successful graduates are able integrate ethics and global perspec-
tives into their professions to optimize the learning environment for both teachers and students. Pre-
pared to become educational leaders in their communities, Webster students view the world different-
ly and strive for positive outcomes in daily challenges.

MA Communication Arts
Graduate students who pursue the Communication Arts master’s degree from the School of 
Education are able to build upon their educational backgrounds while developing their knowledge 
in the arts, media communications and languages. This program allows educators and other 
professionals to position themselves for career advancement and diverse opportunities. Webster 
students also learn how to integrate creative expression within the educational system to benefit the 
students, community and school districts at large.
MA Early Childhood Education
Learning to observe as researchers, educators pursuing an Early Childhood Education degree 
study cross-cultural perspectives of developmental theory and examine the application of multiple 
approaches within early education. This allows graduate students to develop the skills needed 
in making academic decisions and creating influential curriculum that supports the development 
of young learners from preschool and kindergarten to early elementary. Improving educational 
opportunities, Webster graduates are able to gain professional experience in their course of study and 
enhance the learning process through research and application.

MA Applied Educational Psychology 

The Applied Educational Psychology and School Psychology programs prepare scientist-practitioners 
who collaborate with teachers, parents, school personnel, and community members to promote 
educationally and psychologically healthy environments for all children and youth. All children and 
youth includes young people from all socioeconomic backgrounds, races, ethnicities, cultures, 
languages, geographic locations, religions, genders, and abilities.

EdS Applied Educational Psychology: School Psychology

School of Education Program Offerings

MA Mathematics for Educators 
The faculty strives to consistently demonstrate outstanding teaching, with the hope that our graduates 
will be among the most talented and capable teachers in the schools.  We want our students to study 
mathematics in an interesting, growth-producing environment so that they will always be enthusiastic 
learners and teachers of mathematics.  All of our courses are designed specifically for the mathemat-
ics teacher, grades 7 - 14.  In each course, students will develop a deeper understanding of central 
ideas in mathematics that are relevant to their own teaching.  They will increase their own power to 
employ mathematical reasoning and problem-solving techniques, and they will experience learning 
mathematics in ways that stimulate their own imagination and intelligence.
MA Reading
Our degree program develops knowledgeable learners, informed instructors, reflective collaborators 
and responsive readers. Coursework is built upon cognitive, socio-constructivist and socio-cultural 
theories in language and literacy learning. We integrate all aspects of literacy, including reading, writ-
ing, thinking, listening, speaking and viewing to give you a broad perspective and in-depth expertise.
Recognized by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Interna-
tional Literacy Association (ILA), this program will help you enrich the lives of students, families, and 
other teachers both inside and outside of the classroom.



EdS School Systems, Superintendency and Leadership

MA Special Education
Curiosity and discovery are what make a true student. With a master’s degree in Special Education 
from Webster University, you’ll be able to better understand the developmental, socio-emotional and 
academic needs of exceptional learners so you can help them reach their learning potential.

MA Teaching English as a Second Language
The TESL graduate program is designed for education professionals with or without teaching experi-
ence. Educators with a teaching license have the opportunity to enhance their knowledge of teaching 
K-12 English language learners and other professionals without teaching credentials may study in this 
program to become future educators of adult learners. While pursuing the master’s degree in TESL, 
graduate students refine their knowledge of the English language system and second language 
acquisition. They study phonology, dialects and legal policies that influence the teaching standards. 
Webster TESL students also focus on theory regarding culture, language structure and teaching 
methodologies to ensure that they will become influential teachers in the future.

EdS Educational Leadership
The Educational Specialist program is designed for students wanting to develop their leadership skills 
and earn a post-master’s degree. Successful graduates are able integrate ethics and global perspec-
tives into their professions to optimize the learning environment for both teachers and students. Pre-
pared to become educational leaders in their communities, Webster students view the world different-
ly and strive for positive outcomes in daily challenges.

An Education Specialist (Ed.S.) degree in School Systems, Superintendency and Leadership from 
Webster University positions you to become an exemplary leader. Building on your background in 
teaching, curriculum development or school support services, this program gives you the knowledge 
and skills required to take on the broader role of an educational leader or administrator. Through our 
program’s coursework, research and internship experiences, you’ll learn how to make decisions that 
are best for every student—both from a group perspective and at the individual level. Accredited by 
NCATE and DESE, our program won’t simply teach you how to follow the practices of those who 
came before you, it will help you become an innovator who finds solutions to diverse and complex 
challenges in our ever-changing education system.

MA Education and Innovation
With curriculum based on digital learning trends and reports from current teachers, the Master’s 
Degree in Education and Innovation helps educators keep their teaching skills up to date. Webster 
students learn how to create innovative learning environments through the use of interdisciplinary 
theories and educational technologies. Graduate students also have the opportunity to pursue one 
of the emphasis areas or earn this master’s degree with a specialized program theme designed to fit 
their professional goals.

School of Education Program OfferingsSchool of Education Program Offerings

MA Multimodal Literacy for Global Impact
The degree is grounded in the theory that various forms of communication skills along with 
strategic communications within an international framework are needed in order to promote the 
exchange of new and promising educational and entrepreneurship programs around the world. This 
particular degree would be helpful for students that are interested in working with various non-profit 
organizations, business enterprises, and national/international agencies to promote educational 
programs for global impact. 
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