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Dr. Basiyr Rodney and his 
colleagues in the 2016 Global 
Leadership Academy (GLA) 
cohort visited the Athens 
campus to explore leadership. 
“The experience was highly 
transformative for me,” writes 
Rodney, “it allowed me a 
renewed focus on the global 
footprint and vision of Webster 
University. In our work which 
primarily centers on preparing 
and developing educators 
for US schools in mainland 
districts, we tend to focus 
heavily on local issues and 
designs, my time in the GLA has 
allowed my thinking to extend 
beyond the local.” 

GLA experiences in Greece 
included a seminar on global 
transformation with Dr. Stroble 
and the Ambassadors to 
Greece. Fellows also engaged 
in team presentations around 
their ongoing case study 
projects and learned about 
leadership development from an 
international expert.

The GLA by design is 
intended to engage Webster 
faculty, students, staff and 

Dr. Basiyr Rodney Attends Global Leadership Academy 
in Athens

administrators into shared 
learning experiences. One goal 
is to enhance their leadership 
abilities within the framework 
of Webster University. That 
goal necessarily means travel 
experiences that expose them 
to other parts of Webster’s 
international community. 
Overall, Rodney explains, “I 
see the experience as highly 
engaging and it put us in deep 
contact with our Webster global 
vision. I think the cross campus 
connections and interactions 
are invaluable to understanding 
the Webster network. 
One of my most intriguing 
moments was to meet Webster 
students who came from 
multiple campuses to study 
in Greece. They represented 
themselves with a great degree 
of curiosity, resilience and 
adaptability. Here in Greece 
they were exploring a side 
of Webster most of us in the 
network have not yet seen, 
but they represented their own 
campus leaders and faculty 
from Saint Louis, Thailand, 
Geneva and other places very 
well.”
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“It allowed me a renewed 
focus on the global footprint 
and vision of Webster 
University.”

Happy Halloween from 
Webster University

Global Marketing 
Communications has 
developed a Halloween-
inspired poster that is 
available for download. 
Download the PDF by 
clicking the image below:

Created by Marketing and 
Creative Services

http://www.webster.edu/documents/globalmarketingcommunications/halloween/webster_halloween.pdf


Dr. Dick Koblitz is the coau-
thor of two articles: “Finding 
the Power of Books: The 2016 
Notable Children’s Books in the 
English Language Arts” pub-
lished in the Fall 2016 Journal 
of Children’s Literature (NCTE), 
and “Classroom Voices: Assess-
ing Literary Learning” published 
in the October 2016 periodical 
Talking Points, a publication of 
the Whole Language Umbrella 
of NCTE.

Koblitz will be co-presenting  a 
session on his article: “Finding 
the Power of Books” during the 
NCTE Annual Convention in 
Atlanta on November 19, 2016.

Dr. Dick Koblitz Coauthors  
and Presents Articles

Dr. Nicole Lee-Johnson Publishes and Presents During 
Fall 2016

Dr. Basiyr Rodney Elected 
VP of the Faculty Senate

The newly elected faculty Sen-
ate voted unanimously for the 
election of Dr. Basiyr Rodney 
to the seat of Faculty Senate 
VP for the 2016 - 2017 year. At 
the first Senate meeting held on 
June 2, Rodney expressed his 
commitment to a shared vision 
with incoming President Renz, 
to see more faculty engagement 
and voice around the very im-
portant issues that the university 
currently faces. He expressed 
his humility at the confidence 
that the new President Dr. 
Gary Renz and the Senate has 
placed in him. Primarily, the 
faculty Senate VP is responsi-
ble for the faculty institutes and 
overall faculty Senate communi-
cations.

Dr. Nicole Lee-Johnson has two articles that are in journals this 
Fall. One article will be published in the TESOL Journal, which is 
peer-reviewed and has 138,000 subscribers worldwide. The other 
article will be published in Quarterly Journal of Chinese Studies, 
which is a peer-reviewed journal published by Xiamen University, 
China. She is presenting a paper about deconstructing colorblind 
racism at the National Association for Multicultural Education 
(NAME) Annual Convention in Cleveland, OH, November 9-13.

Craig Hannick, Principal of St. Louis University High School and Adjunct 
Faculty in the School of Education, received the St. Louis University High 
School Jesuit Partner Award.

Craig Hannick Receives SLU Jesuit Partner Award

Dean Brenda Fyfe co-presented at the Association for Construc-
tivist Teaching Conference in Houston, Texas in October with 
colleagues Jennifer Strange and Ellicia Qualls.  Jennifer is an 
adjunct faculty member for Webster’s Early Childhood Education 
programs and consults with many schools in St. Louis and across 
the U.S.  regarding Reggio-inspired education.  Ellicia is the Exec-
utive Director of Urban Sprouts Child Development Centers locat-
ed in University City.   She is a community leader and advocate for 
children’s rights to high quality early education.  The presentation 
was entitled, “Exploring and valuing diversity with young children 
through the Reggio Emilia approach.”   

The session focused on observations and documentation of pre-
school age children’s experiences in Reggio-inspired early child-
hood centers that serve very diverse populations in regard to race 
and ethnicity as well as socio-economic status.   Presenters dis-
cussed the social constructivist philosophy of Reggio Emilia that is 
being studied and practiced in these schools, especially as it re-
lates to the value given to difference:  difference in regard to gen-
der, race, culture, and religion.   

Fyfe is a long-standing board member of the Association for Con-
structivist Teaching, a national organization that promotes con-
structivist practices for pre-k through adult learning.  These include 
practices that engage teachers and learners in design and reflec-
tion on meaningful learning experiences and environments that 
involve exploration, creativity, research, and critical thinking.  

Dr. Brenda Fyfe Co-Presents at the Association for Con-
structivist Teaching Conference



Carver Elementary Visits Webster University 

Students from Carver Elementary in the St. Louis 
Public School District visited Webster University 
on Tuesday, October 11, 2016. Students played 
Quidditch, read poetry, and shared life experiences 
with their college buddies. The visit only lasted four 
hours, but it was obvious that the experience had a 
lasting impression on the students. We look forward 
to seeing them in the freshman class of 2023. 
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