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Ms. Saisanan is a doctoral student in the Doctor 
of Education in Transformative Learning in the 
Global Community’s inaugural cohort and she is 
a seasoned published scholar. She assists Dr. 
Mary Bevel, Director of the Doctor of Education 
Program, with clerical, promotional and research 
aspects of the EDD program. 

To illustrate, she establishes and maintains the 
EDD student/faculty archives. She assists with 
EDD recruitment activities which include not only 
scheduling, promoting and attending monthly 
EDD informational sessions, but also taking notes 
and minutes of the informational sessions. She 
has been working with Global Marketing Com-
munication(GMC) Department to develop design 
layout templates for EDD recruitment in Summer 
2015, Fall 2015 and Spring 2016. These designs 
are being used to developing and designing 
posters of EDD students and faculty to be sent to 
Webster Alumni. In addition, she assists with the 
development of the EDD handbook and commu-
nicates with various university academic support 
offices and personnel concerning the new doctor-
al program

Expanding on her expertise in international media 
communication, Ms. Saisanan is leading an effort 
to design and construct the “Global Education 
Research Network Initiative’ (GERNI) with the 
Dean’s Office. The GERNI serves as “an online 
space” for stakeholders in the School of Educa-
tion, for example School District Partners and 
PNC Grant Partners, to come together to share 
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their perspectives on education research and 
scholarship of community engagement. Thus, 
it serves as “an archive” for student/faculty re-
search reports.

In addition, she is working with Dr. Thomas Cor-
nell in promoting and building of a brand new 
“Master of Arts in Multimodal Literacy for Global 
Impact”. It is an eighteen-month, totally online 
degree and is a collaborative effort between the 
School of Communication and the School of Edu-
cation, which will be launched in June 2016. 

Follow this link to apply http://www.webster.edu/
education/academics/multimodal-literacy.html
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DJ Kaiser, PhD is currently in 
Uruguay conducting research in 
primary and secondary schools 
throughout the country.  The 
focus is on the experiences of 
public school teachers partici-
pating in the project Ceibal en 
Inglés, which uses videocon-
ference to help teach English 
throughout the country.  He has 
conducted observations of more 
than fifty class sessions in four 
of the country’s nineteen depart-
ments (Montevideo, Canalones, 
Maldonado, and Rivera).  He 
traveled to a fifth department 
(Tacuarembó) to conduct a 
workshop with mentors for the 
project.  In May, he gave a 
full-day workshop on teaching 
English pronunciation at the 
Instituto de Profesores Artigas 
(the teachers’ college in the 
capital) to a group of more than 
80 teachers and teacher candi-
dates, many of whom traveled 
from the furthest areas of the 
country to attend.  After numer-
ous requests, he will repeat the 
same workshop at the second-
ary school teachers’ college for 
the northern region of Rivera for 
their secondary school teach-
er candidates and the primary 
school teacher candidates from 
Tacuarembó.  The workshop 
has an estimated participation 
of 80 teacher candidates.  Next 
he will travel to the departments 
of Salto and Durazno for four 
more weeks of observations be-
fore returning to Montevideo to 
give a presentation on his initial 
research findings.

Dr. DJ Kaiser Researches 
Primary and Secondary 
Schools Abroad

Sustainability Institute

Middle School Summer 
Academy

Join us for the 6th annual Sus-
tainability Institute for Educators 
to discover how to integrate 
sustainability into all aspects 
of your organization. The Insti-
tute will feature a mix of spe-
cial guest speakers, tools and 
resources, and hands-on work-
shops.

Hosted at Mary Institute and St. 
Louis Country Day School, St. 
Louis, MO

June 21-23, 2016
The cost of the 3-day Institute is 
$150. This includes breakfasts 
and lunches for all three days. 
The Institute may be taken for 3 
hours of graduate credit through 
Webster University for an addi-
tional $480. 

For more information, visit: 
http://www.webster.edu/educa-
tion/news-events/sustainabili-
ty-institute.html

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!! The organizers for the 2016 Sus-
tainability Institute for P12 Educators are offering up to 15 scholar-
ships to cover 2/3 of the entire registration fee (value of $100) for 
teachers and administrators, courtesy of Madison County Green 
Schools of Illinois and USGBC Missouri Gateway Chapter.

The Department of Teacher Education will offer the Middle School 
Summer Academy this summer which will run for two weeks: June 
13 through June 24. This year 28 students will participate in the 
festivities, which include sessions at the Missouri Botanical Gar-
den, the Blues Museum, the Arcade Building, and much more. 
Keep up with our adventures by visiting our website at 
blogs.webster.edu/wumssummeracademy/

Funding for the Summer Academy is generously provided by the 
Beatrice Kornblum Scholarship and the Trio Foundation. 



Dr. Sebastian 
Mahfood’s book, Love’s 
Ascent in a Year of 
Mercy: The Spiritual 
Life of Dante’s Divine 
Comedy will be 
published by En Route 
Books and Media 
during the Summer of 
2016.

Drs. Cornell and Witkowski 
to present at the Interna-
tional Literacy Association 
Convention
Thomas Cornell, Ed.D. and 
Paula Witkowski, Ph.D. from the 
Language, Literacy, and Lead-
ership Department will present 
at the 61st International Literacy 
Association Convention on July 
9, 2016, in Boston, Massachu-
setts. The title of their presenta-
tion is “Using Multimodal Litera-
cy for Social Justice.” It is based 
on a new online master’s de-
gree entitled, Multimodal Liter-
acy for Global Impact. Because 
the degree is online, students 
from around the world can use 
this degree to help them design 
and promote literacy programs 
that will reflect the needs of the 
culture in which they live and 
work. Or, it could also assist 
those students that work for 
nonprofit or governmental agen-
cies whose primary purpose is 
to address literacy needs. It will 
also help them use other liter-
acy skills of visual and media 
literacy. Students may apply for 
the program this summer. 

Conference Presentations

Lee-Johnson, Y.L. (2016). Discourse Analysis of Graduate Students’ Discussion of Ferguson Event   
 and Colorblind Racism. Discourse Analysis in Education Working Conference. The Ohio State   
 University, Columbus, OH, May 20-21.

Adjunct Faculty Bios are 
Coming Soon

We will be adding a bio page 
on the SOE website for adjunct 
faculty. Any adjunct faculty inter-
ested in being included should 
email their bio and a head-shot 
to dmoore@webster.edu. Infor-
mation to include in a bio would 
be: highest degree, special 
expertise, scholarship interests 
or activity, teaching philosophy/
style, and /or courses taught. 
Full time faculty bios are post-
ed on the School of Education 
website, and can be used as 
examples of how to construct a 
bio.

Five graduate students will be 
presenting about Advocating for 
School Psychology, Children’s 
Rights, and Mental Health in 
Missouri at the International 
School Psychology Association 
(ISPA) conference, July 20-23 
in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 
They will be representing their 
20 co-authors, the Applied 
Educational Psychology and 
School Psychology Programs, 
and Webster University. Also, 
they will be videoconferencing 
from Webster Leiden with Ap-
plied Educational Psychology 
students in Webster Groves.

Please see their GoFundMe 
page and consider making a 
small contribution.

https://www.gofundme.com/go-
ISPA

School Psychology Students 
Present in Amsterdam

Rodney, Mahfood and Witkowski (2016). Promoting Preservice Teacher Resilience Through a Social   
 Media Knowledge-Building Community of Practice (CoP) Society for Information Technology in  
 Teacher v Education. Annual Conference, Savannah Georgia

Child Rights Videos are Live on Youtube
Webster University students have produced two videos on Child Rights.
Guiding Principles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDh2h4pkrkc
Child Rights and Provision Rights: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_awAAzre9ok



School of Education Makerspace 

The makerspace development is rolling along. Over the summer faculty, staff, and students will con-
tinue to finesse the space, which is slated to be officially ready during the 2016-2017 academic year. 
Classes have been held in the building since the Spring 2016 semester.

If you are interested in learning more about the makerspace movement in St. Louis, take a look at the 
Cortex TechShop initiative currently in motion: http://cortexstl.com/techshop-partners-with-cortex-to-
expand-to-st-louis/ 

School of Education Graduate Assistant Pursuing Summer Teaching
School of Education Graduate Assistant, Abigail Allred, will not be working within the School of Educa-
tion during the summer as she has accepted a full time teaching position. She will continue to update 
the SOE Facebook page on a voluntary status until a new Graduate Assistant is hired. 

School of Education Seeks to Hire Graduate Assistant
The School of Education is currently seeking applications for the part time Graduate Assistant posi-
tion. This position will support the School of Education with marketing and promoting graduate pro-
grams, public relations and assist with special projects. If you know of someone who would be a great 
fit, please encourage them to apply. More information about the position can be found at the following 
link: http://www.webster.edu/human-resources/job-opportunities.html

In Durazno, Uruguay, Dr. Kaiser appeared on two radio interviews and a television 
interview to discuss his research. Additionally, his research appeared in a local 
newspaper. View each of, in Spanish, at the following links:
- TV Interview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2l3iJVS7Yo
- Radio Interview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9Y_zwelGX4
- Newspaper Article: http://www.elacontecer.com.uy/28081-noticia-2016-06-07.html

Dr. DJ Kaiser’s Research Appears Across Multiple Platforms



School of Education Facebook Page Witnesses Growth

Over the past year the SOE has been working on an initiative to grow and enhance our Facebook 
page so that it can successfully work for us as a communication and marketing tool that we use to 
reach prospective and current students, alumni, and the community at large. 

We have worked hard to create great original content that highlights the accomplishments of the 
school, our faculty and our students, and because of those efforts we have seen an almost 2.5 fold 
increase in our number of followers since this time last year. 

As part of this initiative, Graduate Assistant Abigail Allred has worked with a number of program coor-
dinators to design advertisements to reach a wider pool of potential students. In May alone our posts 
reached 75,722 people and those posts received more than 4,000 likes. 

One of these ads helped get the word out about our new MA in Multimodal Literacy. The compelling 
image and Kofi Annan quote provided the hook, and our marketing language supplied more details 
about the program, including a link to our website. 12,864 people who we targeted based on their 
interests and educational background saw this ad, 606 liked it, and 62 shared it to their friends. Dr. 
Cornell is monitoring new student inquiries to determine the enrollment impact.

If you haven’t yet visited our Facebook page, we encourage you to do so today. We’ll be making an 
effort to continue sharing interesting, inspirational, and informative content all summer. You can find 
the page at Facebook.com/webstereducation. 

On June 3, Missouri Governor Jay Nixon signed student safety legislation that supports the preven-
tion of youth suicide and cyber bullying. Webster’s applied educational psychology and school psy-
chology programs want to share their expertise and get involved in educating schools and communi-
ties about suicide prevention and anti-bullying strategies.

School psychology student and intern, Jessica Lindhorst, created a National and Missouri-based Sui-
cide Prevention and Intervention Resource Guide.  Her guide is posted on the Missouri Association 
of School Psychologists, which can be viewed by visiting http://www.maspweb.org/ and selecting the 
link for the National and Missouri-based suicide prevention and intervention resource guide. Webster 
offers coursework to help students gain expertise in the prevention of suicide, school violence, and 
bullying; the courses include EPSY 6101 on Suicide Prevention, EPSY 5350 Intercultural Commu-
nications,  EPSY 5952 Children, Culture, and Violence, and EPSY 6037 Mental Health in Schools: 
Assessment and Intervention. In addition, applied educational psychology students and faculty pre-
sented at the Society for Cross-Cultural Research and wrote an article, “An Exploration of Culturally 
Grounded Youth Suicide Prevention Programs for Native American and African American Youth.”

Graduate students in this program have PREPaRE certificates in school crisis prevention and inter-
vention and can speak to your school, agency, course or even a workshop or training with the entire 
School of Education.

For more information, please contact Dr. Debbie Stiles: stilesda@webster.edu

Applied Educational Psychology and School Psychology Students Offer Resources and 
Outreach to Schools, Businesses, and More
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